288                                BOERHAAVE.

Thus died Boerhaave, a man formed by nature for
great designs,Nand guided by religion in the exertion of his
abilities. He was of a robust and athletick constitution of
body, so hardened by early severities, and wholesome fa-
tigue, that he was insensible of any sharpness of air, or in-
clemency of weather. He was tall, and remarkable for
extraordinary strength. There was, in his air and motion,
something rough and artless, but so majestick and great, at
the same time, that no man ever looked upon him without
veneration, and a kind of tacit submission to the superiority
of his genius.

The vigour and activity of his mind sparkled visibly in
his eyes; nor was it ever observed, that any change of his
fortune, or alteration in his affairs, whether happy or un-
fortunate," affected his countenance.

He was always cheerful, and desirous of promoting
mirth by a facetious and humorous, conversation; he was
never soured by calumny and detraction, nor ever thought
it necessary to confute them; " for they are sparks," said
he, "which, if you do not blow them, will go out of them-
selves."

Yet he took care never to provoke enemies by severity
of censure, for he never dwelt on the faults or defects of
others, and was so far from inflaming the envy of his rivals,
by dwelling on his own excellencies, that he rarely men-
tioned himself or his writings.

. He was not to be overawed or depressed by the presence,
frowns, or insolence of great men, but persisted, on all oc-
casions, in the right, with a resolution always present and
always calm. He was modest, but hot timorous, and firm
without rudeness.

He could, with uncommon readiness and certainty, make

a conjecture of men's inclinations and capacity by their

aspect.

His method of life was to study in the morning and

evening, and to allot the middle of the day to his publick

business.    His usual exercise was riding, till, in his latter